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Of note...

Meet the  
Plank Master
Jim Keddy, 76, nicknamed 

“the Plank Master,” of Foxboro, 
recently broke his 50-minute 
record with a 1 hour plank at 
Fitness 1440 Norton. 

Plank is an exercise for 
strengthening your deep inner 
core, your transverse abdom-
inals, multifidus muscle dia-
phragm and pelvic floor.

 Keddy was surrounded by 
friends and family, and coached 
by trainer Walter Matos for the 
event, which raised money for 
the American Cancer Society. 

“After the event he got up like 
it was nothing and grabbed a 
shake,” fitness director Tabitha 
Rose said. “It was an amazing 
achievement to witness.”

School hosts urban 
living project fair

Third- and fourth-grade 
students at the Sage School will 
exhibit their STEAM project 
solutions on issues related to 
“Urban Planning and Urban 
Living” tonight at 6 p.m. in the 
school’s gymnasium. 

Topics include wind turbines, 
water filtration, security relating 
to thermal imaging and more. 
Students created a hypothesis, 
testable question, determined 
their materials and planned 
a procedure all while doing 
research and collecting data 
through experimentation.

“We have asked students to 
use their knowledge of design, 
scientific and engineering 
processes in order to investi-
gate a particular problem. We 
are so proud of their efforts as 
everyone has really risen to the 
challenge.” said fourth-grade 
teacher, Kayla Feinberg.

Light hosts leadership 
conference

Former New England Patri-
ot and Foxboro resident Matt 
Light hosted the fourth annual 
Light Foundation Leadership 
Conference at Bridgewater State 
University this month. 

The day-long student leader-
ship summit brought together 
120 students from Canton High 
School, Foxboro High School 
and New Bedford High School. 
The conference centered around 
this year’s theme, “Strategic 
Hustle,” which highlighted the 
importance of healthy habits for 
personal success.

Students worked together to 
perform skits that helped others 
identify good decision making. 
The second portion of the day 
included small group meet-
ings with six influential guest 
speakers to hear their personal 
stories. 

The speakers were Former 
New England Patriot Rob 
Ninkovich, current New England 
Patriot Ted Karras, Morning 
Magic’s Kendra Petrone, Dean 
Marisco and Derek Stearns of 
Plymouth Quarries and Host of 
the TJ Show on 103.3 AMP Radio 
TJ Taormina.

SUBMITTED

Jim Keddy, 76, of Foxboro and his 
trainer, Walter Matos.

By JEFF PETERSON
FOR THE FOXBORO REPORTER

A May 14 public hearing on 
possible changes to the town’s 
commercial parking regula-
tions offered neither clarity 
nor consensus about provi-
sions requiring a sidewalk in 
front of every commercial lot 
— but elicited plenty of opposi-
tion from existing lot owners.

The hearing was prompted 

by a 2018 license request by 
Alicia Santos to park cars 
for stadium event in a large 
cleared area adjacent to her 
residence at 28 Pine St. The 
lot, one of the few residential 
properties in the town’s S-1 
zone, is located just off Route 
1, directly behind the Seasonal 
Specialties plaza and across 
Pine Street from the Lafayette 
House.

In January of this year, 

selectmen denied Santos’ ap-
plication, ostensibly because 
there is no sidewalk in front of 
her property as required under 
the town’s commercial parking 
license regulations.

But according to Town 
Manager William Keegan, 
“sidewalk” is undefined in the 
regulations, leading some to 
suggest it could mean a grassy 
or dirt pathway that allows 
safe passage adjacent to the 

paved right-of-way. In addi-
tion, archival records remain 
unclear about whether select-
men actually voted to adopt 
the current language when it 
was introduced back in 2014.

“The purpose of tonight was 
to seek some clarification and 
see if there is a willingness 
on the board’s part to either 
amend the regulations or may-

Parking problems
Selectmen debate regulations for commercial lots

By FOXBORO REPORTER STAFF

Foxboro Regional Charter 
School continued its 20th 
anniversary celebration 

with a special tree planting 
ceremony outside the middle 
school on May 20.

The tree, a Japanese red 
maple, was donated in honor of 
the school’s milestone by C.M. 

Cleaning Company. C.M. has 
been a partner in education 
with the charter school since 
the school opened its doors in 
1998. The school was one of 
C.M Cleaning’s first accounts. 
The company has grown right 
alongside the school.

“A lot has changed in 20 
years,” charter school Execu-
tive Director Mark Logan said. 

“One of the things that hasn’t 
changed though is our commit-
ment to our vision and mission 
about academic rigor, service 
and leadership. It’s about the 
relationships we value across 
our school community, espe-
cially with our business and 
community partners like C.M. 
Cleaning.”

When the charter school 

opened in 1998, about 500 stu-
dents were enrolled in grades 
K-8, and there were 40 staff 
members. 

Over the years, the school 
has grown to a K-12 school 
with nearly 1,700 students from 
more than 20 communities. 
Staff has grown to over 220 

Special tree

SUBMITTED

Students at the Foxboro Regional Charter School helped plant a Japanese red maple tree to mark the school’s 20th anniversa-
ry on May 20.

By JEFF PETERSON
FOR THE FOXBORO REPORTER

Local authorities are employing a 
competitive bidding process to identify 
a new tenant for a rustic, town-owned 
property at 72 Mill St.

The 1,300-square foot, two-story log 
cabin style dwelling features three 
bedrooms, 1-1/2 baths and is located 
next to the former Camp St. Augustine 
on Mill Street, now operated by the 
town as the Cocasset River Recreation 
Area.

The cabin is within walking dis-
tance of the F. Gilbert Hills State 
Forest headquarters and trailheads, 
located less than a half-mile away on 
Mill Street.

According to Town Manager Wil-
liam Keegan, the previous tenant 
vacated the premises in April and town 
employees are currently cleaning and 
making minor improvements to the 
dwelling.

Application deadline is Friday, June 
1 at 11 a.m., Keegan said. The mini-
mum acceptable bid is $1,800/month 
with a lease term of two years followed 
by two, one-year renewal options sub-

ject to Keegan’s sole discretion.
First and last month’s rent, plus a 

third month for security deposit, will 
be required within five days of the bid 
opening.

Complete bid specifications are 
available at the selectmen’s office at 
Town Hall, and also can be viewed on 
the town’s website.

Camp St. Augustine was original-
ly developed in the early 1900s as a 

Want to live in a log cabin?

JEFF PETERSON

The town is looking for a new tenant for a log 
cabin located on Mill Street.

New tenant sought for town’s Mill Street property

By DAVID LINTON
FOR THE FOXBORO REPORTER

A local attorney has 
won a major victory be-
fore the state’s highest 
court, paving the way 
for a bicyclist injured in 
a road mishap in Boston 
to sue a private utility 
company in what is 
being called a “water-
shed moment” in state 
tort law.

Kevin J. Powers, who has offices 
in Foxboro and Mansfield, argued the 
case before the state Supreme Judicial 
Court earlier this month in which the 
justices overruled previous Appeals 
Court decisions involving the law on 
road or highway defects, legal experts 
said.

Local lawyer 
removes  
a hurdle  

for lawsuits

Kevin Powers
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Charter school plants red maple to mark 20th anniversary
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be just leave them alone,” 
he said. “It’s entirely up to 
you, it’s your regulations.”

Newly elected select-
man and former police 
chief Edward O’Leary, 
attending his first full 
board meeting, said that 
sidewalks along Route 1 
became critically import-
ant as large satellite lots 
were created up and down 
the highway.

The issue, O’Leary add-
ed, reached a pivot point 
in the 1980s when former 
Red Snapper owner Dimi-
tri Panagopolous was able 
to operate an unlicensed 
lot by charging patrons 
$10 for a ham sandwich 
and then allowing them 
to park for free.

“They had no side-
walks at that time so peo-
ple were walking down 
the side of the roadway,” 
O’Leary recalled.

At present, the town 
licenses 29,060 commer-
cial parking spaces along 
the Route 1 corridor, most 
of them included in the 
Kraft Group’s holdings.

Chairman Chris Mitch-
ell noted that Santos has 
met all regulations for a 
commercial lot with the 
exception of the sidewalk 
— including arranging for 
portable toilet units and 
agreeing to hire a police 
detail if deemed neces-
sary.

“There’s another lot 
on Route 1 that doesn’t 
have a sidewalk too, so 
we need to be consistent,” 
Mitchell added.

Fellow board member 
Leah Gibson said that, 
absent objections from 
public safety officials, she 
was inclined to support 
Santos’ application.

“I don’t want to see 
anyone’s parking taken 
away, but I want fair 
treatment for everyone,” 
said Gibson, who char-
acterized the area along 
Pine Street in front of 
Santos’ property as “a 
grassy shoulder.”

“If the police chief or 
the state police say this 
isn’t safe I think that is 
the case,” she continued. 
“But if the experts say 
this can be done I would 
be in favor” of amending 
regulations to address 
Santos’ situation while 
allowing the board flexi-
bility in the future.

Foxboro police Lt. 
Michael Grace helped 
reinforce this view. 
Acknowledging that state 
police staff the Pine 
Street/Route 1 inter-
section during stadium 
events, Grace nonetheless 
said that incident reports 
show few accidents occur-
ring in the area.

“We don’t seem to have 
a situation that is con-
sidered dangerous at this 
time,” he said.

Lafayette House owner 
Ron Young disagreed, 
claiming that he was 
struck on Pine Street by a 
motorist who was sub-
sequently convicted and 
imprisoned for a hit-and-
run offense.

“So it’s not picture 
perfect as far as pedes-
trians and vehicles,” he 
stated, adding the lack 
of streetlights on Pine 
Street makes it difficult 
for vehicles to avoid 

oncoming traffic at night, 
especially with pedestri-
ans walking along the side 
of the road.

Young also told select-
men that stadium patrons 
parked in the Seasonal 
Specialties lot already 
cut through his property 
before reaching sidewalks 
on Route 1, and that 
licensing the Santos lot 
would make things worse. 
As a result, Young said his 
insurance carrier is con-
sidering either increasing 
his premiums or cancel-
ing the policy outright due 
to liability concerns.

Gregory Spier, who 
parks for stadium events 
at his commercial build-
ing at 124 Washington St., 
explained that he paid for 
sidewalks to be extended 
to his property in order 
to provide safe access for 
patrons.

Spier noted that other 
Route 1 property owners, 
including Mom’s mo-
torcycle dealership and 
Chace Building Supply, 
have been denied com-
mercial parking licenses 
specifically because of 
the sidewalk issue — and 
suggested that making 
an exception for Santos 
would make difficult to 
oppose future applica-
tions.

Also on hand was 
former resident William 
O’Brien, who still owns 
a commercial lot at 
North Street and Route 1. 
O’Brien said that ab-
sent a formal definition, 
reasonable people would 
agree that sidewalks need 
to be asphalt or concrete.

Mark Kearins, owner 
of Boston Business Bays 
at 123-125 Washington St., 
acknowledged there is no 
sidewalk in front of his 
lot, but suggested that his 
situation is significantly 
different, with lighting 
and signage warning 
patrons about walking on 
Route 1.

“I was compared to Ms. 
Santos’ lot and I certain-
ly don’t want to be shut 
down after running it 
successfully for 15 years,” 
Kearins said, requesting 
that he be afforded a 
grandfather period to ad-
dress any changes should 
the town deem them 
necessary.

After closing public 
comments, Selectman 
David Feldman said the 
first order of business 
should be creating a 
clearer definition for a 
sidewalk, while warning 
that altering the current 
regulations could have 
“unintended consequenc-
es.”

Mitchell agreed, say-
ing the prospect of addi-
tional large property own-
ers applying for licenses 
could siphon business 
away from existing lots.

“We have to be careful 
not to dilute everything,” 
Mitchell said.

Ultimately, selectmen 
agreed to have town 
counsel review draft 
language submitted by 
Police Chief William Bak-
er related to public safety 
considerations in time 
for the board’s May 28 
meeting. That draft also 
will be circulated among 
existing lot owners and 
other stakeholders, board 
members said.

PARKING: Changes 
eyed for regulations

FROM PAGE A3

seasonal facility by Rev. 
Frank Fitz, an Episcopal 
priest who embraced 
a gospel of community 
involvement that provid-
ed young people with op-
portunities for physical, 
educational and spiritual 
development — and who 
believed that Mill Street 
in Foxboro was a perfect 
location for accomplish-
ing that mission.

In addition to a re-
cently restored chapel, 
now available for private 
meetings, small weddings 
or other gatherings, the 

recreation area includes 
a recreation hall and out-
door pool used during the 
summer months.

The recreation proper-
ty also includes a historic 
cemetery where brothers 
of the Anglican Order of 
the Society of St. John the 
Evangelist of Cambridge, 
and sisters of the Angli-
can Order of Saint Anne 
of Arlington are interred.

Nestled atop a wooded 
rise, the cabin overlooks 
a sizable clearing which 
had been used for playing 
fields when the Anglican 
Church still owned the 
property.

CABIN: Tenant sought
FROM PAGE A3

FROM PAGE A3

FROM PAGE A3
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Students at the Foxboro Regional Charter School helped plant a red maple tree to mark the school’s 20th anniversary.

members. There have been 
several building expan-
sion projects to support 
the growth, as well as the 
addition of a new building 
to house the elementary 
school.

“Terry, Tom, Chris 
and Jon have been with 

us since the beginning,” 
Logan said. 

“Their contributions and 
their support of us through-
out the years have really 
made a direct impact on 
the learning that’s avail-
able to all of our students.”

In addition to keeping 
the campus clean and the 
school buildings in tip top 

shape, the company each 
year sponsors the Friends 
of Foxboro Regional 
Charter School Golf Tour-
nament and the annual 
Healthy Bodies, Healthy 
Minds Road Race.

“What we try to do as a 
business is partner with all 
of our customers,” C.M’s 
Chris Igo said. “We don’t 

want to just be the service 
provider, we want to form 
a meaningful relation-
ship.”

Students who are mem-
bers of the school’s chap-
ter of the Green Schools 
Society, along with the 
greenhouse and gardening 
clubs, participated in the 
tree planting.

ANNIVERSARY: School celebrates with tree planting

Powers is the appellate lawyer for 
Richard Meyer, who was injured while 
bicycling when he struck a utility cov-
er that was misaligned with the road 
surface. Meyer sued the city of Boston 
within the statutory 30-day notice peri-
od after the injury but the city replied 
after 30 days that the cover was owned 
by a private company.

Meyer then sued Veolia Energy 
North America, a private utility that 
owned the cover, but the lawsuit was 
thrown out by a superior court judge 
who said Meyer did not comply with 
the 30-day notice requirement. Powers, 
a lawyer for 13 years and a former 
Appeals Court clerk, took on the case.

The SJC took the case from the 
Appeals Court on its own initiative, 
a significant step when the court is 
seeking to resolve important issues.

In a 32-page opinion that explored 
the history of the road defect law back 
to colonial times, the SJC ruled that 

the statutory notice requirement only 
applied when suing a governmental 
or quasi governmental agencies for 
negligence.

The high court did not decide 
the merits of the case, however. The 
lawsuit was sent back to the superior 
court to determine whether there was 
negligence.

Powers said the ruling is a “water-
shed moment in Massachusetts tort 
law” because it allows plaintiffs to sue 
private entities responsible for road 
defects without having to meet a 30-
day deadline to notify the right entity, 
“a task that is often impossible and 
always overwhelming.”

Philip Cleary, law professor at 
the University of Massachusetts Law 
School in Dartmouth, agreed.

Cleary said in an email that the 
case is a “big deal” because the 
statute is a person’s exclusive remedy. 
Under the way the law was applied 
previously, he said, a plaintiff would 
have no way of recovering losses if 

they could not meet the 30-day notice 
period.

“The case is very significant be-
cause it removes a potential imped-
iment to seeking recovery from a 
private party that allegedly caused 
an injury by creating a defect on a 
highway,” Cleary said.

The question in the case, Cleary 
said, concerned whether that statu-
tory notice requirement applied to 
the private utility company whose 
misaligned manhole cover allegedly 
caused the injury.

“The law on this point was con-
fused. The Supreme Judicial Court 
clarified the law and, in the process, 
overruled earlier cases,” Cleary said.

In the decision, the SJC even 
explored now-extinct road features in 
Boston, such as “coal holes” used to 
store heating coal for nearby resi-
dents.

“The decision is scholarly, scru-
pulously researched and extremely 
thorough,” Powers said.

LAWYER: Victory on appeal recognized

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

The driver of a car who allegedly 
tried to pin a police officer with his 
car and led police on a 15-mile chase 
into Rhode Island faces a dangerous-
ness hearing Thursday.

The suspect, Jonathan K. Cleve-
land, 49, faces charges of allegedly 
assaulting two police officers with 
his car among other offenses before 
being arrested in Cumberland Monday 
night.

Cleveland, who police say has 
addresses listed in Norton and Paw-
tucket, waived a rendition hearing in 
Providence District Court and pleaded 
innocent Tuesday in Wrentham Dis-
trict Court.

He was ordered held in jail with-

out bail pending the dangerousness 
hearing.

He faces two counts of assault by 
means of a dangerous weapon, failing 
to stop for police, driving to endanger, 
driving with a revoked license and 
speeding

He allegedly tried to hit K-9 Officer 
Kurt Pollister with his car after he 
was stopped in the parking lot of the 
America’s Best Value Hotel on Route 
1 around 9:30 p.m. Monday, according 
to police.

Pollister had pulled over Cleveland 
because a routine license plate check 
revealed the plate did not match the 
vehicle, according to a police report.

The chase continued onto Route 1 
to Route 140 into Wrentham at speeds 
of up to 70 mph with no traffic on the 
road, according to the police report.

A Wrentham police was allegedly 
struck during the chase, causing mi-
nor damage, before Cleveland pulled 
over in a driveway in Cumberland 
and was taken into custody without 
incident, according to police.

His girlfriend and two children 
were inside the vehicle car, but they 
were not physically injured, according 
to police.

A Wrentham police officer suffered 
a minor injury. Wrentham Police 
Chief Bill McGrath said Cleveland 
will face related charges to be filed by 
Wrentham police at a later date.

If a judge deems Cleveland a dan-
ger, he can be kept in jail without bail 
for up to 120 days before trial.

DAVID LINTON may be reached 
at 508-236-0338.

Driver faces dangerousness hearing  
for assault on Foxboro police, car chase

Two Foxboro High School students 
won the grand prize in the 2019 
Northeast AAA Traffic Safety 
Contest. 

They were selected out of hun-
dreds of submissions, for their 
video on Distracted Driving and 
were presented with a plaque and 
check. The video can be viewed 
at: aaa.com/postercontest.

Picutred in the photo are Amanda 
O’Neill, Drew Young and Jim Calla-
han, along with a AAA representa-
tive at left.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Traffic safety contest winners


