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Hoop fans, you have a rooting interest after all
He’s one of the finest ath-

letes this area has ever 
produced and certainly the 

most accomplished basketball 
player to come from this neck of 
the woods. He’s enjoyed success 
from Massachusetts to Maryland 
and now in Oregon.

And now, Plainville product 
Jake Layman is in the final 
four of the biggest league in the 
world’s second most popular 
sport.

Even non-sports fans around 
here may remember Jake Lay-
man. He was the young man who 
brought a buzz to the King Philip 
Regional High School campus 
seven winters ago as hundreds of 
fans packed the gym in Wren-
tham. So many Layman fans 
would go to the Warriors’ games 
that the school would also open 

the auditorium and show the 
game live on a large screen.

In his four-year career at 
King Philip, Layman scored 1,752 
points – the most by any male 
in Sun Chronicle history – and 
finished with over 1,000 rebounds. 
In his senior year, he was named 
Hockomock League MVP and 
ESPNBoston’s Mr. Basketball 
by averaging 26.5 points, 16 
rebounds, 5.8 blocks and three 
steals and three assists per 
game.

In more than 20 years in my 
side gig as a high school basket-
ball referee, I never saw a more 
dominant player. Layman would 
always jump center but when 
the point guard — usually the 
smartest player with the best 
ballhandling and passing skills 
— went to the bench, Layman 
would take over those duties. He 
was 6-foot-9 but could run faster 
and jump higher than any other 
player on the court. Every game 
of his I worked always featured 
at least a couple of jaw-dropping 
Layman dunks.

It’s little wonder the King 
Philip district became a hoop 
heaven.

It’s also a great credit to Lay-
man that he remained at King 

Keeping it legal
Selectmen eye options for the future

By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO — Selectmen are 
trying to decide if they should hire new 
legal help for the town, stick with their 
longtime attorney, or do nothing at all.

The board is wrestling with three 
proposals for legal assistance solicited by 
Town Administrator Michael Gallagher.

One is from current town counsel Roger 
Ferris. Another is from KP Law, a firm 
that gave the town advice of adopting a 
charter and writing marijuana bylaws. 
The third is from the firm that does con-
tract negotiations with employees for the 
town, Valerio Dominello & Hillman.

Local attorney David Manoogian, a 
representative town meeting member, on 
Thursday urged the board to stick with 

Ferris, at least for the short term.
He said the town is undergoing great 

change with a charter that reshapes the 
type of government North Attleboro has.

The new town manager and town coun-
cil will need the experience Ferris brings 
to the job, he said.

As a lawyer who does business with 

COLLEGE GRADUATION

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT

Clearing 
a bump 
in the 
road

Local attorney 
has key win  
on appeal

By DAVID LINTON
dlinton@thesunchronicle.com

FOXBORO — A local attorney 
has won a major victory be-
fore the state’s highest court, 
paving the way for a bicyclist 
injured in a road mishap in 
Boston to sue a private utili-
ty company in what is being 
called a “watershed moment” 
in state tort law.

Kevin J. Powers, who has of-
fices in Foxboro and Mansfield, 
argued the case before the 
state Supreme Judicial Court 
earlier this month in which 
the justices overruled previous 
Appeals Court decisions involv-
ing the law on road or highway 
defects, legal experts said.

Powers is the appellate 
lawyer for Richard Meyer, who 
was injured while bicycling 
when he struck a utility cover 
that was misaligned with the 
road surface. Meyer sued the 
city of Boston within the statu-
tory 30-day notice period after 
the injury but the city replied 
after 30 days that the cover was 
owned by a private company.

Meyer then sued Veolia En-
ergy North America, a private 
utility that owned the cover, 
but the lawsuit was thrown out 
by a superior court judge who 
said Meyer did not comply with 
the 30-day notice requirement. 
Powers, a lawyer for 13 years 
and a former Appeals Court 
clerk, took on the case.

The SJC took the case from 
the Appeals Court on its own 
initiative, a significant step 
when the court is seeking to 
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Portland Trail Blazers forward Jake Layman (10) in the second half of Game 2 
of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series on May 1 in Denver. Portland 
won 97-90.

Mike Kirby
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SUBMITTED

Attorney Kevin Powers
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By JIM HAND
jhand@thesunchronicle.com

NORTH ATTLEBORO

When Natalee Webb was a teenager 
serving in the Air Force in Cali-
fornia, she decided to take some 

courses at Long Beach Community College.
Her goal was to continue on and  get 

a degree.
“But then life got in the way,” she said, 

explaining she got married, had children, 
and spent time in a hospital being treated 
for post traumatic stress.

The stress was partly due to a concus-
sion she suffered after banging her head 
while servicing a F-4 jet and part was from 
what is now called “military sexual trau-

ma,” the Veterans Administration’s term 
for sexual assault.

She declined to discuss the incident for 
publication.

But while Webb’s education was delayed 
and elongated, it continued.

Saturday she will graduate at age 62 

Her continuing education
Ex-North resident gets degree 40 years after start

MARK STOCKWELL/THE SUN CHRONICLE

Natalee Webb, a former jet mechanic in the Air Force, is graduating from Bridgewater State University today at 62.
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It’s Easy to Honor 
a Loved One...
Are you looking to place  

an In Memoriam 
for that special person? 

Give us a call for deadlines and prices.  

We’ll be happy to assist you  
with the process.

508-222-7018

In
Loving Memory

Betty J. Graham
2014 - May 18 - 2019

Five Year Remembrance

It’s hard to believe fi ve years have gone by. 
You’re in my thoughts everyday. 

We were blessed to have had you in our lives
To have you love us all so much.
That was your greatest gift to us. 

You left us a lot of  beautiful memories also. 
We will never forget you

- for you’re in our hearts forever. 
Loving you forever and a day…

We Love & Miss you, 
Your Loving Husband, Joe 

Daughters: Belinda & Rhonda 
Sons-In-Laws: Mark & Joe 

Sister: Joanne, Grandchildren 
and Great-Grandchildren

IN LOVING MEMORY
Robert Fredette

“Bob”
2018 - May 18 - 2019

One Year Remembrance
Those we love
Don’t go away

They walk beside us
Everyday

Unseen, unheard,
But always near

Still loved, still missed
and very dear.

LOVE YOUR WIFE, 
DAUGHTERS,

GRANDDAUGHTERS, 
GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN 

and FAMILY

OBITUARIES K CITY & TOWN

Kenneth 
Edwin Claflin, 
also known as 
“Kenny Cole” 
to his childhood 

friends, born Nov. 19, 1933 in 
Boston, passed away May 12, 
2019 at a healthcare facility 
in Bangor, Maine surrounded 
by his loving wife and family 
members.

Ken graduated from 
Attleboro High School before 
joining the U.S. Navy in 1952, 
and served on the USS Essex 
during the Korean War.

After retiring from Engel-
hard Industries where he 
worked as an electroplater, 
he kept busy working part-
time jobs until his wife Jean 
retired as well. They moved 
to Millinocket, Maine where 
they stayed active with gar-
dening, exploring the woods 
of the Katahdin region, and 
helping others.

Ken was predeceased 
by his mother Velma 
Claflin Cole, sister Janice 
Thompson, brother Gordon 
“Tommy” Cole, and stepson 
Richard Bourgeois. He is 
survived by his wife and 
best friend Jean Pelchat 
Claflin and his children 

and stepchildren: Kathleen 
Gosselin of Plains, Pa., Ken 
Claflin and his wife Berkley 

Vallone of 
Providence, 
Tim Claflin 
and his wife 
Diane of 
Crossville, 
Tenn., Karen 
Mitchell and 

her husband Sean of Rock-
land, Mass., Tina Furlong 
and her husband John of 
Woodbury, N.J., Debbie 
Cuddeback and her husband 
Bill of Attleboro, Joseph 
Bourgeois of Warwick, R.I., 
Timothy Bourgeois and 
Zelia Carvahlo of Pawtuck-
et, Ann Marie Rush and 
her husband David of East 
Millinocket, Maine, and 
Jeffrey Bourgeois and his 
wife Stacey of Glocester, 
R.I. Ken was also a loving 
grandfather to 24 children, 
and great-grandfather to 
five children.

Out of respect for Ken’s 
wishes, there will be no 
funeral services. A burial 
will take place in the future 
at North Purchase Cemetery 
in Attleboro Falls, North 
Attleboro.

Kenneth E. Claflin, 85

MEDFIELD — Patricia 
D. Speight, 80, of Medway, 
formerly of North Attle-
boro, passed away Wednes-
day, May 15, 2019, at the 
Country Lane Home where 
she has been a resident for 
the past 20 years.

Born April 10, 1939, in 
Attleboro, she was a daugh-
ter of the late William and 
Ivy (Potter) Speight.

Patty grew up in North 

Attleboro and lived at the 
Munson State Developmen-
tal Center for many years.

She loved music, doing 
puzzles and spending time 
with friends.

She is survived by two 
sisters: Wendy Speight of 
Vermont and Sue Speight of 
Brooklyn, Conn..

She was sister of the late 
Gary Speight.

A graveside service will 
be held on Tuesday, May 
21, at 2 p.m. at Mt. Hope 
Cemetery & Arboretum, 
Attleboro Falls.

Arrangements entrusted 
to Sperry & McHoul Funer-
al Home, 15 Grove Street, 
North Attleboro.

To sign an online guest-
book for Patricia, please 
visit www.sperry-mchoul.
com.

Patricia D. Speight, 80

FOXBORO (AP) — Robert 
Pritchard, a prominent 
economist and professor of 
economics at Northeastern 
University in Boston, has 
died. He was 58.

Pritchard’s wife, Julie 
Ricker Pritchard, said he 
died Thursday at home 
after a battle with cancer.

Pritchard taught eco-
nomics at Northeastern, 
where he earned a doctor-
ate in law, policy and soci-
ety. He also held degrees 
in English and economics 
from Boston College and 
studied at the London 
School of Economics.

He was born in Rockville 
Centre, New York, on Jan. 
3, 1961, and grew up on 
Long Island and in Fair-
field, Connecticut.

His family said in a 
statement that Pritchard 
“loved teaching and, in 
turn, was loved by his stu-
dents.”

He is survived by two 
children. A celebration of 
life is set for Wednesday 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Foxboro.

Economist, 
professor Robert 

Pritchard dies     
at 58

By HILLEL ITALIE
AP National Writer

NEW YORK — Herman 
Wouk, the versatile, Pulitzer 
Prize winning author of 
such million-selling novels 
as “The Caine Mutiny” and 
“The Winds of War” whose 
steady Jewish faith inspired 
his stories of religious 
values and secular success, 
died on Friday at 103.

Wouk was just 10 days 
shy of his 104th birthday and 
was working on a book until 
the end, said his literary 
agent Amy Rennert.

Rennert said Wouk died 
in his sleep at his home 
in Palm Springs, Califor-
nia, where he settled after 
spending many years in 
Washington, D.C.

Among the last of the 
major writers to emerge 
after World War II and 
first to bring Jewish stories 
to a general audience, he 
had a long, unpredictable 
career that included gag 
writing for radio star Fred 
Allen, historical fiction and 
a musical co-written with 
Jimmy Buffett. He won the 
Pulitzer in 1952 for “The 
Caine Mutiny,” the classic 
Navy drama that made the 
unstable Captain Queeg, 
with the metal balls he rolls 
in his hand and his talk of 
stolen strawberries, a sym-
bol of authority gone mad. 
A film adaptation, starring 
Humphrey Bogart, came 
out in 1954 and Wouk turned 
the courtroom scene into 
the play “The Caine Mutiny 

Court-Martial.”
Other highlights included 

“Don’t Stop the Carnival,” 
which Wouk and Buffett 
adapted into a musical, and 
his two-part World War II 
epic, “The Winds of War” 
and “War and Remem-
brance,” both of which Wouk 
himself adapted for a 1983, 
Emmy Award-winning TV 
miniseries starring Robert 
Mitchum. “The Winds of 
War” received some of the 
highest ratings in TV histo-
ry and Wouk’s involvement 
covered everything from 
the script to commercial 
sponsors.

Wouk was an outsider in 
the literary world. From Er-
nest Hemingway to James 
Joyce, major authors of the 
20th century were assumed 
either anti-religious or at 
least highly skeptical. But 
Wouk was part of a smaller 
group that included C.S. 
Lewis, Chaim Potok and 
Flannery O’Connor who 
openly maintained tradition-
al beliefs. One of his most 
influential books was “This 
Is My God,” published in 
1959 and an even-handed 
but firm defense of Juda-
ism. For much of his life, 
he studied the Talmud daily 
and led a weekly Talmud 
class. He gave speeches and 
sermons around the country 
and received several prizes, 
including a lifetime achieve-
ment award from the Jewish 
Book Council. During his 
years in Washington, the 
Georgetown synagogue he 
attended was known unof-

ficially as “Herman Wouk’s 
synagogue.”

Jews were present in 
most of Wouk’s books. 
“Marjorie Morningstar,” 
published in 1955, was one 
of the first million-selling 
novels about Jewish life, 
and two novels, “The Hope” 
and “The Glory,” were set in 
Israel.

Wouk had a mixed 
reputation among critics. 
He was not a poet or social 
rebel, and shared none of 
the demons that inspired 
the mad comedy of Philip 
Roth’s “Portnoy’s Com-
plaint.” Even anthologies 
of Jewish literature tended 
to exclude him. Gore Vidal 
praised him, faintly, by 
observing that Wouk’s “com-
petence is most impressive 
and his professionalism 
awe-inspiring in a world of 
lazy writers and TV-stunned 
readers.”

But Wouk was widely 
appreciated for the uncanni-

ness of his historical detail, 
and he had an enviably 
large readership that stayed 
with him through several 
long novels. His friends and 
admirers ranged from Is-
raeli Prime Ministers David 
Ben-Gurion and Yitzhak 
Rabin to Nobel laureates 
Saul Bellow and Elie Wiesel. 
President Ronald Reagan, 
in a 1987 speech honoring 
37 sailors killed on the USS 
Stark, quoted Wouk: “Heroes 
are not supermen; they are 
good men who embody — by 
the cast of destiny — the 
virtue of their whole people 
in a great hour.”

Wouk was well remem-
bered in his latter years. 
In 1995, the Library of 
Congress marked his 80th 
birthday with a symposium 
on his career; historians 
David McCullough, Robert 
Caro, Daniel Boorstin and 
others were present. In 2008, 
Wouk received the first ever 
Library of Congress Award 
for Lifetime Achievement in 
the Writing of Fiction. He 
published the novel “The 
Lawgiver” in his 90s and at 
age 100 completed a memoir. 
Wouk’s longevity inspired 
Stephen King to title one 
story “Herman Wouk is Still 
Alive.”

The son of Russian Jews, 
Wouk was born in New York 
in 1915. The household was 
religious — his mother was 
a rabbi’s daughter — and 
devoted to books. His father 
would read to him from 
Sholem Aleichem, the great 
Yiddish writer. 

Pulitzer Prize winning author of ‘Caine Mutiny,’ ‘Winds of War’ was 103

Herman Wouk: 1915-2019
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Herman Wouk in Palm Springs, 
Calif., in 2000.

Philip all four years. Most 
players with his talent 
move on to prep schools 
where they can better 
showcase their skills 
against tougher talent.

After KP, Layman 
played for the University 
of Maryland in the uber-
tough Big 10 Conference, 
tying for most games 
played in Maryland his-
tory (141) and becoming 
just one of 12 Terrapins 
to score 1,400 points and 
record 600 rebounds in his 
career.

Layman was drafted in 
the second round of the 
NBA draft by the Orlan-
do Magic, who quickly 
traded him to the Portland 
Trail Blazers for a future 
second-round pick and 
$1.2 million. After two 
so-so seasons in which 
he played in less than 
half of Portland’s games, 
Layman, who turned 25 
in March, has blossomed. 
He has been a regular 
contributor off the bench, 
playing in nearly all of the 
Trail Blazers’ games and 
averaging 7.6 points per 
game.

In particular, he has 
been a valuable part of 
Portland’s drive to the 
Western Conference Fi-
nals, averaging 11.5 points 
per game since Jan. 1.

The Trail Blazers face 
a tough task in the current 
series, taking on the Gold-
en State Warriors, winners 
of three of the last four 
NBA Finals and widely 
considered one of the 
greatest teams of all time.

However, Layman’s 
play this year could be 
rewarding. He will be a 
restricted free agent when 
the season ends (he will 
earn $1.5 million this sea-
son, peanuts in the NBA). 
That means he can offer 
his services to the other 29 
NBA teams but Portland 
has the right to match that 
offer.

“Highlighted by his 
25-point outburst in a loss 
to the Miami Heat on 
Feb. 5, he’s showcased a 
diverse arsenal, complete 
with explosive athleticism 
on timely cuts to the hoop 
and a smooth jumper 
on his above-the-break 
threes,” one recent insid-
ers’ report said. “Most im-
portantly, he’s keeping the 
Blazers competitive even 
when they have to turn 
toward their second-string-
ers. …

“Retaining Layman 
might get a bit pricey if 
other teams realize how 
versatile and valuable his 
burgeoning skill set has 
become. But (Portland) 
still shouldn’t get sticker 
shock. He’s worth bringing 
back at a much higher 
price.”

He was worth pack-
ing the KP gym on cold 
winter nights seven years 
ago. And maybe he can 
give local fans grieving 
the Celtics’ embarrassing 
ouster from the playoffs a 
reason to watch the NBA 
playoffs.

MIKE KIRBY, a Sun Chronicle 
columnist, can be reached 
at mkirbygolf18@gmail.com.

KIRBY: We have a 
rooting interest after all
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resolve important issues.
In a 32-page opinion 

that explored the history 
of the road defect law 
back to colonial times, the 
SJC ruled that the statu-
tory notice requirement 
only applied when suing 
a governmental or quasi 
governmental agencies for 
negligence.

The high court did not 
decide the merits of the 
case, however. The lawsuit 
was sent back to the su-
perior court to determine 
whether there was negli-
gence.

Powers said the ruling 
is a “watershed moment 
in Massachusetts tort law” 
because it allows plaintiffs 
to sue private entities re-
sponsible for road defects 
without having to meet a 
30-day deadline to notify 
the right entity, “a task 
that is often impossible 
and always overwhelming.”

Philip Cleary, law pro-
fessor at the University of 
Massachusetts Law School 
in Dartmouth, agreed.

Cleary said in an email 
that the case is a “big 
deal” because the statute 
is a person’s exclusive 
remedy. Under the way the 
law was applied previ-
ously, he said, a plaintiff 
would have no way of 
recovering losses if they 
could not meet the 30-day 
notice period.

“The case is very signif-
icant because it removes 
a potential impediment to 
seeking recovery from a 
private party that al-
legedly caused an injury 

by creating a defect on a 
highway,” Cleary said.

The question in the 
case, Cleary said, con-
cerned whether that 
statutory notice require-
ment applied to the private 
utility company whose 
misaligned manhole cover 
allegedly caused the in-
jury.

“The law on this point 
was confused. The Su-
preme Judicial Court clari-
fied the law and, in the 
process, overruled earlier 
cases,” Cleary said.

In the decision, the SJC 
even explored now-extinct 
road features in Boston, 
such as “coal holes” used 
to store heating coal for 
nearby residents.

“The decision is schol-
arly, scrupulously re-
searched and extremely 
thorough,” Powers said.

DAVID LINTON may be 
reached at 508-236-0338.

LAWYER: Victory on 
appeal recognized

FROM PAGE B1 ‘The case is very 
significant because 
it removes a poten-
tial impediment to 
seeking recovery 
from a private par-
ty that allegedly 
caused an injury by 
creating a defect on 
a highway.’

Philip Cleary
University of            

Massachusetts 
Law School

many towns, Manoogian said he 
knows each community has its own 
culture and Ferris knows the culture 
in North Attleboro.

At least, he said, Ferris should 
have his contract renewed for six 
months to give the new town gov-
ernment time to get settled.

Selectmen Patrick Sullivan and 
Justin Pare said they favored rehir-
ing Ferris, who has been doing the 
job since 2007 and whose contract 
ends in June.

They said they have been pleased 
with his work and his familiarity 
with North Attleboro is valuable.

The board delayed making a 
decision, however, since it had just 
received more information before 
Thursday’s meeting members said 
they wanted to study.

Also, Selectman Patrick Reyn-
olds said he had questions about 
Ferris’ fee structure.

Selectman Keith Lapointe sum-
marized the arguments from vari-
ous sides of the question, saying he 
can appreciate all of them.

He said some believe selectmen 
should make no decision at all and 
let the new government hire legal 
help to its liking.

Another point of view is that 
selectmen should continue to do 

their duty until the board expires 
June 30 and that includes hiring 
legal counsel, he said. Also, it could 
be an advantage to the new govern-
ment to have legal representation 
already in place, he said.

Gallagher said not making a 
decision would keep Ferris in place 
for the time being because the 
bylaw says he keeps serving until a 
replacement is named.

Board Chairman Michael Lennox 
said the new town manager, who 
will replace selectmen, will have 
the authority to replace whoever 
the legal counsel is if he or she 
wants.

Ferris declined to comment.

LEGAL: NA board wrestles with legal help
FROM PAGE B1


